Comparative evaluation of the Japanese diagnostic criteria for autoimmune pancreatitis.
The aim of the study was to clarify the problems of the Japanese criteria for autoimmune pancreatitis (AIP) in comparison with the other criteria. We retrospectively investigated the clinical, imaging, serological, and histopathogic features, together with other organ involvement and response to steroid, in 50 patients with AIP diagnosed on the basis of the Japanese, Korean, HISORt, and Asian criteria. Thirty-five patients with pancreatic cancer were enrolled as a control group. Forty (80%) of 50 patients received a diagnosis of AIP on the basis of the Japanese criteria. Imaging findings and serological parameters fulfilled the Japanese criteria in 40 (80%) and 50 (100%) of the patients. Pathological findings fulfilled the Japanese criteria in 6 (43%) of 14 patients. All of the 10 patients who did not have a diagnosis of AIP did not fulfill the imaging criteria. Serological parameters fulfilled the Japanese criteria in 8 (23%) of 35 patients with pancreatic cancer. The sensitivities of the Japanese, Korean, HISORt, and Asian criteria for AIP were 80%, 86%, 92%, and 82%, respectively. The specificities of those 4 criteria were 89%, 89%, 97%, and 89%, respectively. The low sensitivity of imaging criteria and low specificity of serological criteria were the problems in the Japanese criteria.